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A compendium of fresh looks and new ideas

Liquid Tuscan Gold

Two of the estimated 10,000 
millionaires created as fledgling 
“Micro-soft” lost its hyphen, moved 
from Albuquerque to Redmond, 
Washington, and became a global 
software giant, decided to invest in 
what Homer called “liquid gold.” 
Enzo Schiano and Claire Beliard 
discovered Poggio la Noce, 
a small olive farm in Fiesole, 
just north of Florence, Italy. The 
low-acid fruit from the farm’s 
2,000 organically treated trees is 
handpicked at ideal ripeness and 
cold pressed within 24 hours to 
preserve intensity of flavor. Capacity 
is an annual 6,000 premium-priced 
bottles. Visit poggiolanoce.com.

Urban Green

Proceeds from the sale of bronze and ceramic 
pots, bowls and windbells support Arcosanti, an 
arcological experiment that is rising slowly out of 
Arizona’s high desert an hour north of Phoenix. 
Designed according to the principles of arcology –  
a marriage of architecture and ecology as devel-
oped by Italian architect Paolo Soleri – the future 
city of 5,000, begun in 1970, is meant to determine 
whether people and their constructs can live as 
harmoniously as the organs of a highly evolved 
being, yet leave the gentlest possible footprint on 
the earth. Artist-residents of this urban green idea 
pour the bronze and create the ceramics that help 
keep the project alive. Visit arcosanti.org.

Segway Niche Grows

Dame Helen Mirren, Jackie Chan and 650 U.S. 
police departments use Segways, but where are 

the other buyers of inventor Dean Kamen’s 2001 
revolution in transportation? During a period 
when 18.2 million bicycles were sold, perhaps 
40,000 of these people movers were put to use. 

You may see more of them as time goes by. Last 
year, with oil prices escalating, sales of the pricey 

self-balancing battery-powered, 12.5 miles-per-
hour Segway rose. During the first half of 2009, 

United Kingdom sales jumped 11.5% compared 
to 2008. In April, General Motors unveiled 
the PUMA, a Segway built for two. Some 

revolutions unfold in slow motion.  
Visit segway.com.

Sources: Daily Telegraph (U.K.),  
The Christian Science Monitor

With Grace and Flourish

The skills of Swiss master craftsmen mesh with computer-controlled 
machine tools when Caran d’Ache turns out refined writing instruments 
with guilloché or polished bodies, and rhodium-coated nibs. Caran d’Ache, 
whose 1010 Limited Edition was chosen 2008 “Pen of the Year” by Pen 
World magazine readers, is based in Thônex, just east of Geneva. Its pens 
appeal to those for whom the art of communicating requires far more than 
speedy fingertips. Visit carandache.com.
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